THE SILENCE BEFORE THE STORM

Revelation 8:1-13

Chapter Eight chronologically follows Chapter Six with Chapter Seven being parenthetical.   Once again the narrative continues the prophecy of the coming judgments of the Great Tribulation, Daniel's 70th week.  There are three series of judgments from God during this seven-year period.  There are seven each of Seals, Trumpets and Bowl (Vial) judgments.

At the conclusion of Chapter Six, six of the seven Seal judgments have been completed by God.  There is yet one more Seal judgment to be released upon the earth.  The Seventh Seal judgment is actually first of the Seven Trumpet judgments.  The Seventh Seal judg​ment continues to end of Tribulation and includes the seven trumpet and bowl judgments.  Each judgment is increasingly more devastating than the judgment that preceded it.   There is a definite parallel between the Trumpet judgments and the Vial judgments:
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THE SILENCE IN HEAVEN.  Revelation 8:1  
When the Seventh seal is opened and there is silence for period of thirty minutes.   Heaven is shocked at horror of the coming events as all the hosts of heaven await the coming events.    In Chapters 5 and 6 there was much praising and activity in heaven.  But now there is no sound or no motion for half an hour.  Did you ever hear a choir stop abruptly singing?   It is a shocking pause and a nerve shattering suspense anticipating what will follow.  God states no reason for the silence, but it is very obvious.   This is the quiet before the storm.
THE SOLEMN PREPARATION.  Revelation 8:2-3
 
These seven angels for space of an half an hour wait in silence which shows the gravity of the coming events.  Solemn preparation now begins as each angel is given a trumpet.   Enoch prophesied of Christ coming with his angels in Jude 14‑16.   “And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints.”   In Old Testament times trumpets were sounded for various reasons such as for public assem​bly, to direct soldiers, or to signal important events on the calendar.   Here the trumpet is used to sound or announce a very important event.   An angel is seen standing before God at the altar who holds has a golden censor.    He is given incense to offer with the prayers of the saints on the golden altar.   Revelation 6:10 records the prayers of the Tribulation saints asking God to avenge their deaths and suffer​ing.    
THE PRAYERS OF THE TRIBULATION SAINTS.  Revelation 8:4

The smoke from the incense ascends up to God in verse 4 and notes that these prayers are directed toward God.   Remember that in Chapter 6:10, the martyred saints of the Tribulation under the throne of God and asking God “How long, O Long, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?"    Now God is about to answer the prayers of these saints.  The picture is of an angel holding it its hand incense mixed with the prayers of the saints and the smoke from the incense ascending up to the Lord.  Clearly the Lord these prayers mixed with sweet smelling incense as pleasing to the Lord and He prepares to dramatically respond to their petition. 
THE PREPARATION FOR THE SEVEN TRUMPET JUDGMENTS.   Revelation 8:5-6
In verse 5, the angel takes fire from the coals of the altar and casts it down to the earth.  This fire comes from the altar on which the prayers of the saints have been mixed with incense showing that this is the beginning of God response.   

The voices, thundering, lightening and an earthquake add to the awesomeness and magnitude of what is about to happen.    The terrible wrath of God is now begun on earth.  These who remain on earth will know of God, but most will openly reject and deny Him.  They not only reject God but openly fight against Him.   The seven angels now prepare themselves to bring the full wrath of Trumpet judgments on the earth.

THE DESOLATION ON EARTH. 8:7‑9:21.
The first four Trumpet judgments are a unit directed against natural objects.    The first of the seven angels sounds his trumpet.  This is not symbolism as the Bible says fire and hail literally fall on earth.  Note that it is mingled with blood which parallels the seventh plague in Egypt. (See Exodus 9:18‑26)   One third of the trees on earth are burned up and all the grass as this judgment is directed against vegetation.   We do not have a physical explanation for hail and fire mingled with blood.   Speculation does not add to our understanding, thus we simply accept what God has said.   Those on earth will have this account recorded in God’s word and they will know exactly what this means.  This judgment kills vegetation, and also hurts man by causing bloody wounds.  What a terrible picture of destruction this reveals. 

The second Trumpet (Revelation 8:8‑9) is described as being a great object: "as it were" (means "like") a great mountain.   This seems to be referring to a great volcanic eruption coupled with an earthquake.  Often there are earthquakes when volcanoes erupt and many volcanoes are in the ocean or near the coast and spew their molten lava into the sea.

ADVANCE \d4
(Volcanoes are among the most awesome and destructive forces in nature. A single volcano can inject massive amounts of fine ash and gas high into the atmosphere producing global climactic effects. High speed, sometimes explosive flows of hot, poisonous gas with entrained ash and rocky debris, called pyroclastic flows, blast down volcanic slopes destroying everything in their path. Powerful, rapidly flowing muddy mixtures of rock and debris, called lahars, are mobilized by water high on volcanic flanks and sent careening down to valleys below with often disastrous effects. Slower, steadier flows of hot lava and cement-like mud made up of volcanic ash mixed with rainwater can inundate vast areas of land surrounding a volcano. Volcanic eruptions pose numerous hazards and can have substantial environmental effects. In the immediate vicinity of an eruption the primary hazards are debris falls, pyroclastic flows and lahars. Ash plumes can cover a wide region down-wind and can be hazardous to aircraft. Mud flows can cover fertile regions far from the volcano, destroying crops and villages in their path. Large eruptions inject massive amounts of water vapor, carbon dioxide, sulfur dioxide and other gasses into the stratosphere. Most of the sulfur dioxide is converted into sulfuric acid aerosol particles which can remain aloft for a very long time.(
 
There are many super volcanoes around the globe that if they were to erupt would cause massive worldwide destruction.  Yellowstone National Park set on top of a super volcano with a magnitude ten thousand times greater than the Mount St. Helens eruption in 1980.   The Yellowstone volcano does not have a peak, but the caldera of the volcano is 53 miles long and 28 miles wide.   If it erupted ash would be deposited over about half the United States and cause cast orphic crop and commerce failure.   Millions of people in the United States would be killed in minutes.   The ash that would soon circle the globe, blocking out the sun’s rays which would cause a worldwide cool down.  There are two super volcanoes in the United States, Yellowstone and the Long Valley California caldera.  
 The seventh seal judgment will cause water to be in short supply and sea foods will be scarce as the fish are killed and ship destroyed.  The famine begun in Chapter 6:5‑6 will be intensified as one third of the trees, fish and ships on earth are destroyed and all the green grass. 

The Bible says one third of the sea becomes blood due to this catastrophic event.   The Nile River became blood in Exodus 7:19‑21 in the first plague.  This could it be a chemical change or literally blood and the effect of this judgment seems to be the same as in Nile River during the Egyptian plagues. The Bible says a third of all fish die and also that one third of all ships are destroyed.   The destruction of the ships could be from a tidal wave caused by the eruption.

Now the third Trumpet sounds (Rev. 8:10‑11) and a great burning star or meteor falls to the earth.  As it soars over the earth a third of the water supply of earth is polluted with a deadly chemical that comes from the meteor.    The word “wormwood" is used eight times in Scripture and always refers to something as being bitter. (See Deuteronomy 29:18; Proverbs 5:4; Jeremiah 9:15, 23:15; Lamentations 3:15, 19; Amos 5:7; Revelation 8:11) Clearly here the bitterness is the result of the water being poisoned and many die from drinking the contaminated water.   

The fourth Trumpet is directed toward the Universe.  (Rev. 8:12‑13)   The third part of the sun, the moon and the stars is smitten.  There is no scientific explanation for these astronomical effects. Only the Creator could do this.  Light in the daytime will be cut to one third, as is the night.  With daylight dimmed, and the darkness of night greater every phase of live on earth is affected.   If you couple this with the effects of the second and third Trumpet Judgments is can easily be seen that the temperature will drop all over the earth and there would be little or no summer because of the reduced light from the sun.  

Can we begin to imagine the world wide panic that follows these judgments?   Life on earth depends on the sun(s energy and man has no ability to correct or restore the sun(s rays.  With nowhere to turn people will be greatly distraught because of the hopelessness of their situation.

Some have concluded that this judgment is directed toward the world government rulers and leaders.  Those that teach this say the sun, moon, and stars are symbolically referring to world leaders.  However, there is no reason for symbolic language to be used here.   There is no hint that God meant anything more that what He literally said.  It is also not consistent to interpret the rest of the elements of these judgments literally and interpret these verses as symbolic. 

THE THREE WOES ARE ANNOUNCED WHICH ARE DIRECTED AGAINST THE INHABITANTS OF EARTH. (Revelation 8:13) 
John then sees an angel flying through the heavens shouting (Woe, woe, woe to the inhabiters of the earth( and who is announcing the coming of fifth, six and seventh judgments. The first four judgments are directed against nature and man indirectly.   Now the last three judg​ments or (woes(  are to be aimed directly against man.  It is believed that the reason the first three Trumpet judg​ments are directed toward nature is that they are a warning for men to repent and flee to God.   This is symbolic of God's mercy in the midst of judgment.   

The greatest judgments are yet to come on man and God is still reaching out to rebellious man.  This should be warning to all men as the Gospel is being preached and there is ample time given for them to repent.  The Bible records that every time God brought His wrath to bear on a rebellious people, it was mingled with mercy and the opportunity to repent.    Most times, man has not heeded God's warning, and had to bear the blunt of God's anger at sin.    But it was never God's fault, as He always warns and instructs man to turn from the destructive ways of sin.

1 Association of Space Explorers Web site,( Article on Effects of volcanoes, http://www.space�explorers.org/committees/ecology/volcanos.html








1 Warren W. Wierse, Expository Outlines of the New Testament, Covington, Kentucky: Calvary Book Room, 1982, pg. 483.
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